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Rome
capital of
fashion

AltaRoma AltaModa

Those who come to the capital with the
intention of following an itinerary with a
definitely fashion bias would be well
advised to arrive in particular when the
Alta Roma fashion parades are taking
place. But other periods of the year, too,
are not without considerable interest,
starting from Via del Babuino and the
elegant Via Condotti, one of the places
preferred by foreigners for their purcha-
ses, with its liberal sprinkling of ateliers
of the leading Italian and international
stylists, as well as exclusive jewellery
stores. And then we have the equally
glamorous and elegant Via delle
Carrozze, Via della Croce and Via
Frattina where, together with Via
Borgognona and Via Bocca di Leone,
there are designer labels famous all
over the world.

Between one purchase and another,
you just can't deny yourself a pause in the
Piazza di Spagna, to enjoy the spell of the
flight of steps of Trinita de’” Monti (the
famous Spanish Steps) and having a look at

the building where the English poets Keats
and Shelley lived. Then, if you feel like a
good cup of coffee, you can go to the Bar
Greco in Via Condotti, one of the historic
cafés of the Capital.

streets of
the centre
can be
found the
major world
designer
labels

Leaving the area around the Piazza di
Spagna you arrive in Via del Corso, one
of the city’s main thoroughfares where
there are shops of various sorts. Along
this street you come to the elegant
Galleria Alberto Sordi where you can
find numerous sales outlets, enabling
you to do your shopping sheltered from
the rain or the summer heat.

From here, you are within a sto-
ne’s throw of the fountain which the film
“La Dolce Vita” made famous: the Trevi
Fountain.

Heading towards Campo de’ Fiori, don't
miss a stroll along the characteristic Via
dei Giubbonari, while in the direction of
Piazza \Venezia you can reach Via
Nazionale, with its many shops and
boutiques.

Shops and
megastores
for every
taste

Via dei Giubbonari

Not only
fashion

but also
handicrafts
and
workshops

Art galleries
and antique
shops

Galleria Alberto Sordi

centres and
outlets for
the whole
family

If you enter the area of Campo de'
Fiori and Piazza Navona you can find
numerous workshops where craft-
smen produce articles of wickerwork:
from stuffed chairs to baskets, a
myriad of objects still today made by
hand. In the Christmas period, on the
other hand, the delightful Piazza The

Navona becomes a market dedicated characteristic
to toys and confectionery. markets of
For those fond of antiques and art, Porta Portese
there is no alternative to a walk along and Via

the beautiful Via Giulia and along Via dei Sannio
Coronari. And don’t forget Via Margutta:
until the Sixties many artists had their
studios here and still today there are art
galleries and shops selling antiques.

The historic Via dei Coronari was ope-
ned in 1475 under the name of Via Recta,
that is “the Straight Road”, to provide pil-
grims with easier access to St Peter’s than
making their way through the maze of little
lanes. Its present name derives from the
crowds of sellers of sacred objects and rosa-
ries along the road, due to the constant stre-
am of pilgrims.

In the Vatican area a road not to be
missed is Via Cola di Rienzo where
there are shops appealing to all
tastes, from elegant boutiques to
chain stores with clothing a la mode
for young people.

If you like comfortable surroundings
for your shopping, choose one of the
capital’'s many commercial centres:
shops selling the most varied pro-
ducts; in recent years such centres
have become extremely popular with
romans. If on the other hand you are
on the lookout for designer labels,
then it is not far to the Outlet of Castel
Romano, just 15 km to the south of
the EUR district.

Finally, if you like hustle and bustle and
poking about among the thousands of
items to be bought, there are two
places where you can enjoy yourself
looking for a bargain: the Sunday
morning market at Porta Portese
and the one at Via Sannio. Old and
new here rub shoulders: furniture,
new and secondhand clothes, thea-
tre costumes, Chinese objects,
cameras and CDs. And in the last
few years other Sunday markets
have sprung up, mostly for antiques
including so-called “modern antiques”:
the main ones are at Borghetto
Flaminio, close to Piazzale Flaminio,
and Piazza Verdi, near the Parioli
district.
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